Brigantes — the Lodge Name

The Brigantes was a confederation of smaller tribes which had arisen during the late pre-
Roman Iron Age. Roman sources indicate that they were grouped under a single ruler, the
Queen Regnant, Cartimandua, and her consort Venutius. She was described by Tacitus as
pollens nobilitate - powerful in lineage. The Brigantes (singular Brigans) is a Celtic name witk:
a meaning of ‘the High Ones’ or perhaps ‘Hill Dwellers’.

Among the tribes incorporated in the confederation were the Carvetii inhabiting the Ec en railey
of Cumbria and the Setantii from the Fylde in Lancashire, as well as the Latenses . the Leeds
area, the Gabrantovices in East Yorkshire, and the Textoverdi and Lopocares i1 < ~rthumbria.
According to Prolemy the Brigantes’ territory extended from the Mersey in S un Lancashvirs;
across to Little Chester and then the Don in South Yorkshire; up to and inciuding Northurr bria
in the North East; and even over the border to Birrens and Gallowa;’ . the Nerth Vet

The Brigantian economy appears to have been predominant!, nastoral, with livestock as the
basis of their social wealth, there being no evidence of coir.age having k=>n used. They largely
used materials such as wood, leather and wicker in preerer_e to pc+terv, and their dwellings
‘were constructed with daub and wattle. Evidence fc¢ rie Brigantes' use of operative masonry
has been found in the remains of cattle enclost.=s, which ne*ars verifies the basis of the
Brigantian economy.

With the new lodge drawing on Founder : from the * N1 th Western Provinces of Cumberland
8 Westmorland and East and Wes* Lancashice, the adoption of the name Brigantes seems
eminently appropriate, especially a. th.y lived rek ‘ively peaceably with the Romans after the
latter’s incursions through th= Noith of Engandin 71AD.

Presentations to Brigantes Lodge
Regalia from Tunn'rancr Lodge of Felicity, 3632

A group of M. sons in Liv<ovol wanted to create a new lodge just after the start of the 20" Century.

Some w:nte 1 to form & *e1.serance lodge and others did not, and St Michael’s Temperance Lodge 3401

of Wooi*or. sponsos ~d Tzmperance Lodge of Felicity 3632 for abstainers, and Wavertree Lodge 2294

sponsuied Lancastrian Lodge 3631 for the others. 3632 was consecrated at the Masonic Hall in Hope
St on Saturday 8* February 1913 and had 20 Founders, with Harry Gladstone, PrAGChap as the first
Master (he was one of the founders of the Salvation Army), and unusually the ceremony was conducted
by John Rutherford, PrSGW as Consecrating Officer.

In the first year the lodge held 5 emergency meetings in addition to the 9 regular meetings, and 18
candidates were initiated with 5 at the first meeting, whilst some evenings saw all 3 degrees being
conducted. After the First World War the lodge saw its own Felicity Temperance Chapter 3632
consecrated in January 1919. Shortly afterwards the lodge membership peaked at 149 in 1922, ayear
when there were 19 initiations. The lodge signed the petition for the Lodge of St Margaret 4619 in



February 1923, and Felicity’s Secretary (and a Founder in 1913) Geoff Cheshire, PPrGD was it
first Master. Interestingly Felicity was the last of four Liverpool lodges to endorse the petition fo
the new lodge, the others being Royal Victoria 1013, Mariners’ 249 and Anfield 2215. In Marc]
1934 Felicity sponsored Calderstones Lodge 5479 in its own right, and after the Second Worl
War it sponsored its last daughter with Allerton Lodge 6653 in February 1948. The first Master o
each lodge was W.Bro Edward Hughes, PGD and later Chairman of the 8" Liverpool Group, a:
Harry Gladstone had been before him.

Overits lifetime Felicity has made many charitable donations, including £500 to the 1937 Vesiive
for the RMBI, and it became a Patron of all of the subsequent West Lancashire Festiva.. Afte
an extended period of difficult times towards the end of the 20" Century, the lod ¢ Aecided tc
cease operation at its December meeting in 2000, so that it would have compie.d 68 years o
Masonic business and could celebrate in some style the 50" anniversarv ot the nitiatio: intc
Freemasonry in 3632 of its Master, W.Bro Don Shingler, PPrGSuptWks. Tu.= closure encbn d the
lodge in its last year to donate a total of over £1,000 to a range of We st Lancashirs cha ities an
organisations. It was also felt fitting that all of the lodge regalia shc 1la U¢ kep. [ pussible as a se
for anew lodge — enter Brigantes. Not only has this act greatly »=nvfiied the formadon of the ne
lodge, but as the development of the total abstinence aspsct of the Te pecance movement i
England started in Preston in 1832, and with many Brigunwes® Founden coining from that tow
this gift is perhaps to some extent closing a Temperz:uiv 2 Lircle.

Volume of the Sacred Law from Unica [.odge, 122

When Bruce Reed, PPrJGW and Mastez ¢ [’aion Ludg=in 1981, died in 1998 his widow
Aileen handed all of his Masonic at.fa.ts to toe .oage, and this included a new large
American Masonic Bible. Wher Tnon Loose made the decision to sponsor Brigante:
Lodge it also decided to of’=t *hc bible as  gpift, which the new lodge was pleased tc
accept, especially as Felicit, Loage of Te.mperance had retained its Volume of the Sacrec
Law for use in its Chapt=: of similar nar.¢, The bible has been inscribed with an appropriate
acknowledgement to Truva Lodge .

The Founderc o€ trigani>s loage gratefully acknowledge the following
gifts:

Reparaticns vy inherived .odge furniture and regalia by James Abbot, Chris Oversby, Mr:
Anrcive Xerr and Bil Kerr;

Adaitunal Stewarus’ jewels from Keith Procter, Terry Walmsley, David Poole, Richarc
Jobason, Chris Oversby and Fred Mephan, the latter also donating an Organist’s jewe
and collar;

Refurbishment of the cushion for the Volume of the Sacred Law, bookmark and wardrobx
from Mrs Margaret Graham and Keith Graham;

Gavel blocks from Terry Walmsley;

Candle snuffers from Geoff Waters;

Poignard from Patrick Bracewell;

Brigantes’ Consecration cake from Mrs Audrey Lowe;

Firing glasses procured and engraved by Martin Wootton, filled by Richard Johnson.
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- Reoiy on benalt of the Visitors — Consecration of the Brigantes Lodge No 9734

wqrs_b_igigmg@r..,ﬂﬂi?zgy,_ Grand Master, GLO, PGLO, OBriganies L, W Bre Bre,

't aives me areat cleasure and honour 10 replv today on behalf of the visitors = s OCLaSIoN of
frc consecration of the B canies Logge

As the proua Wi of Union Lodge No 1 2 9 that is the Mothcr Lodge ¢f the Siigartes Lodae No
9/34. as a signatory to the netition for the Brigames Lodge ano agan ingdvidia!

AS vou KNow or realise from my accent | come from Greece. 1 yionh Ot Groede. whers | also

\ . ~....*’..~~-~’.-..-~
LI iy Nstmeyar P £ it

sresce and the Gresks from the ancient times to date g o great imorest in the Britsh lues o

FDUHIE, CLture. Sigons ane art.
tC be honest wnen | first neard The name Bnaar es ' was pui SaaCllv sure wiat it meant

S0 naving always as reference the Brigante: and us: WC @y my famiiar Grask writers | teed

ten o, -t T SRR TP ey AR S ST,
v 21t 4.} .|.l?A [ A",r} o'y " v'l!-’i.".‘l
s ot e Wt oy irey ' LB

The Brigantes was probably ‘e ‘a,yest trhe in Lelhc Britain, stretching acress acither Sy Hdand
from ihe Inish Saa (o the NG Ses.

LU BU the Iron Age Came Zulture ApPears across Europe. and begins to expand

About 600 BC Greak ‘ovagers vrite (he Massiliote Periplus in the Greek por] «f Massilia (ihe

modermn Marsai'ag i e Saun of France) describing two distant iIslands:

a) Ireland: the Greeks ca'ed Ireland the “Sacred isle” and *Ogygia’ meaning very oid, and

Si Enaland ot the Giseks cailed Aibion (iike Albino white) from the white cliffs of Daver they
et Ceduntered approaching England.

Larer ne Greeks called Scotiana Scotia that means darkness in Greek languzge
AL IO BC the Celtic cuiture spreads in Eurcpe including my birthplace Northern Greece.

ine earty iron Age Fryges of Northern Greece were probabiy the first Celtic tribe kiiown in
histary. This tribe came down into the Mediterranean from Central Europe pravably Austria,

Around the year 450 BG the (3reek Geographer Herodotos writes of the Cetts dwelling beyond
‘the Fitlars of Hercules® {meaning bevond present gday Gibraltar) and the Upner Danube,

_George A Agaqidis z- Brigantes Lodge Consecration - 30% March 2001 i1
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- Repiy on benhatf of the Visitors — Lonsecration of the Brigantes Ledoe No 9724,

The name Ceit is what the people called themselves, and when taiking to the Greeks they
slerred 10 themselves as the "Keltor,

At the same time the Greek writer Hecateus describes in his writings the “KE! TO!" = the Ceils

Greexks and Cehs were traditional allies against the Pnoenicians the Persiars and the

LT @

At 335 BC Celts from the Adriatic meet mv ancestor Alexander the Great, wne is impresses
A vear later Alexander the Great made ailiance with e Celts. whe he v/as about to embars on

1S oonauLsr of Agga

At 325 BC the Greek Massilian traveler and author Pytheas, describes 11e P atanic islands
{present day Britain). Pytheas calied them the "Pretanic Isios” which acnved from tha inhabitant:
name for themselves. Pritani. This was rstransiatecd IZier into Latin as "Brilannia" or "Brittan”
S0 wa have 1o blama tne Romans for trus miustransiznon.

At 150 BC Fosigonios the Greek visits the Gais and cescrhes the Lruids.
At 44 BC- The Greek writer Sirabo (quotiny tr.o chronCles of Posidonios) wiites abcut the Ceits.

ine Cens were aenerally well educare ™ Carucu 2ty .20 wpIcs sucr as religon, philosophy.
A4€0gravnv ana astronomy. The Rnirars ofte, o pioyea Celue tutors for their sons

lLeltic socisty was typizally roe £quai in @ ms of gender roles. Women were mn more Or iess
2qual fooung as men. peina cocomphisiea warriors. merchants and rulers.

About 50 AD King Ca.adoc of the Bitans in Coichester is driven North by the Romans and
seeKks sanctuary wen Queen Catimandua of the Brigantes tribe. She arrests hin and Rands him
aver 1o Rome. bl tha Brigares « ere to prove unreliatle subjects of Rome 1or the next 100

I'he Greeii s mier Flenv attributed nine poreis (towns) to the Brigantes located in present day
Northt mt erland, Durt.am North Yorkshire, Lancashire, West Yorkshire and Greater Maznchester
Telnnaneir coutal Hrganta

(e Greek hisionan Pausanias mentions Other Tribai Settlements in the same regions as well
as Ribchester in Lancashire, Carlisie in Cumbria and Corbridge in Northumberiand

—————— e e A .e
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Rerw on behalf of the szutors (,onsecratlon of the Bnqantes Loaae MO 9/34

The Brigantes anpeared to be alies of Rome in the first cantury A.D. However jealousy betweer
Queen Carumandua and her husband, Venutius. resuited in intercession by Roman troops on
ne nucan's behalf Venutius wae later beaten in a pitched battie

i ne Bngantes of Northern England took their name from Brigantia the Ceitic goddass.

Shrines 1o the goddess Brigantia were found at South Shields (Tyne & Wear, Crsi'asteads,
tLuambnal and Birrens {Dumfries & alioway)

I he word Bnga or Bnca was used by the ancient inhabitants of Gaul end Gari @any simpy 1o
sianity @ town or settiement. Althouah this could be the root of the 1vbal rame. the ariga- prefix
in this Instance orobabiv refers to the Celtic goddess Briait, also\nawa by the namie Brigantiz,

ihe names Brigantes. then. shouio be translated 'The Feople o* Hna'.

Briganta was cailed the "exatted One’ or te “Hiah Ona’. 3he was perhups the most widespras
2ncient and reveraq goadess n Celtic culture

uhe was & multi tacezed goddess most compar2h2 and eaiuve ‘ent to the Arciert Greek

Ass A

She was aiso closely associated with fire 2n.d heaitt: corparable and equivaient to anothar two
ANGienil Livis GOUGRESes Mesha and Yuda

Reiligion was a pre-eminent forea (1 the Caltic culture  Their rengion was codified in gogma and
administered by a priestly casie, 1he Drui is. Caesar wrote an account of the Druids stating ihat
T almost alt pubiic transacians and pivaw accounts the Druids use Greek”

Their mysteries and symbonsm we. e V&V similar to the Ancient Greek. 1ike the Eletsinian
mysteries in Athens. ¢ e Kavirian m<eries in the Greek island of Samothraki and the teachings
oTaGr guite famidial in masonry Lireek teachear FPythagoras

The Celtic art dsveoped saparatciy from other classical’ cultures, such as Greece.

Tne importe’ion. of ubjesis from the Mediterranean gave the Celts contact with Greek art hut the
Celtic stvle was unaffacied. The pottery of the Celts is never decorated with figuiative scenes
(as in Creew e for examle) but always with textural designs and multi-colours. Thair metalwork is
hignty scuiptural. re;scting the Greek methods of integranng of form and surface.

Larer on. apout 3C0 AD. the Brigantes, the Celtic tribe that occupied aimost the whale of the
Nerth of Engiand below Hadrian's Wall chanaed their name 10 Rheged This new derivation was
formed at a ime when the Ceiuc language was undergoing rapid change. Brigant seems 1o hawr
become Bregec and then Rheged. The kingdom was divided in 535 AD into Morth Rheged and

1
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- Repiv on behalf of the Visitors ~ Consecration cf ihe Brtqantes Lcdqe No 9734

¥Oou can see hrethren tha intense interest and contact through the centuries of the Creeks with

me Bnush isies and the Celts. that gave us a better insignt 110 the Briganies wibe 1S peopie.
sitiees Anhimon and an

And now on a lighter note .....if you could aliow brethren a Greek to joke in English
lanquage and mentatity for the first ttme. ! must add. ..

(2ueen Cartimandua was a ¢close alty of Kome and she also had her own arme | niiihts and

'

S0 e 1wWn OF Bnganua was famous for s .. Knignht iife.

wueen Lammanaua $ Round 1anie was gesignec by .. Sir Lu i rence.

{ he Bngantes favounte musical iNstrument was the ... .Ang o Saxophaie

The Brigantes found out that the ancient Gauls wrots theichistory on - galisiones.
The Gauis always thought that history is the sweaws!. I8sson Lacuuse it is full of dates.

The Gauls thought that Rome was buiit at ig! 't Lecaus : sngantes always said that Rome was

fne Bnganies enjovea eating snais L acause 1,2y Y3 not believe n fast 100us.

As a close ally witn the Roman= ana alsc a Romnan citizen Queen Cartirmandus asked them to
ouile straight reads so . no one could fide around comers

vwhen her husband Venuu.s had %, arrow fired at him and missed she announced 1o ner
Ericantes tnhe that nwag . an-aTow ascape.

uueen Carimarciua also €joved wearing Roman togas. 1he Brigames tailors were cutting the
ratEnal to sk U aninad La s [ogas using ... a par of L.assors.

Now 1 wauild ke 10 congratulate ... for the most interesting and well done work during th
Cerdmony of Coasacration.

ihaik vou Wbro ... 1or the way vou proposed the toast and you brewinren for the way you



